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County of Sonoma 
Creative Sonoma and General Services Department 

 

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ) 
Call for Artists – Bodega Bay Meredith Pier Public Art Project 

 
 
APPLICATION DEADLINE 
Applications must submitted no later than 11:59pm PT on Friday, April 30, 2021 (extended from 
original April 12 deadline).  
 

ELIGIBILITY 
This public art opportunity is open to individual artists and/or teams of artists residing in Sonoma 
County. Artists residing in West County and coastal Sonoma County are encouraged to apply. 
Applicants may not submit more than one application nor be listed as lead artist for more than one 
application. Artists working in a variety of permanent or semi-permanent, durable, outdoor media 
are encouraged to apply. 
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  Bodega Bay Meredith Pier Public Art Project 
This opportunity is for a public art installation located at the site of the former Meredith Pier in 
Bodega Bay. The Meredith Fish Company pier and cannery building was originally built nearly 80 
years ago, which was abandoned and then fell into disrepair. The site was formally condemned in 
2004 as physically and environmentally unsafe posing dangers to residents, visitors, the water 
surrounding it and its ecosystems. The pier is currently being demolished, leaving behind a cement 
“footprint” on which this public art project will be sited. 
 

Bodega Bay is the ancestral land of the Coast Miwok Native Americans. The community has a rich 
and diverse history of cultures, industries and economies. Potential themes for the artwork include, 
but are not limited to: 

 Acknowledgement of the area’s history and the heritage that carries forward 

 Homage to the lives of the people who have and currently populate the area, as well as those 
who have lost their lives at sea as an opportunity for reflection and contemplation by their 
friends and families 

 Celebration of the ecology and conservation of the Bodega Bay waterway  
 

PROJECT LOCATION 
Meredith Pier, CA-1, Bodega Bay, CA. The “canvas” for the art project includes the semi-permanent 
fencing that will surround the property as well as the interior space and floor. See photos on page 5 
of this document.  
 

PROJECT BUDGET 
Applicants may request up to $10,000. This should be inclusive of artist fees, and all expenses related 
to design development, including engineering, fabrication, transportation and installation of the 
artwork, insurance, and all other project related expenses. 
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ESTIMATED COMPETITION TIMELINE (Subject to Change) – all dates extended from original date 
April 30, 2021 Deadline to submit qualifications.  (Round 1)  
May 18, 2021 Artist(s) selected or Finalists notified  
June 8, 2021 Finalists’ deadline to submit proposals – if necessary (Round 2) 
June 28, 2021 Artist notified 
July 16, 2021 Finalize Artist Services Agreement with selected artist 
Sept 30, 2021 Project completion and installation target date 
 

ARTIST SELECTION PROCESS 
All applications received by the specified deadline will be pre-screened by Creative Sonoma staff for 
eligibility, completeness and responsiveness. Qualified proposals will be presented to a Peer Review 
Panel comprised of public art professionals.  
 

The Peer Review Panel for Round 1 will select up to 3 finalists, based on the project criteria, whose 
applications will be forwarded to the Selection Panel. The Selection Panel may choose to select a 
final artist for the project from those recommendations and move directly to contract.  Alternatively, 
the Selection Panel may ask any or all of the 3 finalists submit a full proposal.  Finalists who are asked 
to submit full proposals will be paid a $500 honorarium to defray the costs of preparing the proposal. 
 

The Selection Panel will be comprised of General Services staff, public art professionals, and 
community representative(s). General Services staff will be responsible for reviewing for general 
suitability and for engineering, durability, physical production and sustainability. The Selection Panel 
reserves the right to select the artist(s) and proposal which, in its sole judgment, best meets the 
intent of the project. All applicants will be notified after the selection process is completed and an 
artist or artist team is awarded the project. General Services reserves the right to decline any or all 
applications, or artists recommended by the selections panel and to reissue the RFQ for additional 
artist candidates for any reason.   
 

ARTIST SELECTION CONSIDERATIONS 
For Artist Qualifications (RFQ - Round 1): 

 Artistic excellence, originality, and quality of proposal ideas for this project as evidenced by 
representations of past work as provided in application. 

 Appropriateness of the artist’s medium and stile for this project, as evidenced by past work. 

 Experience with projects of similar scope and scale, or comparable professional experience 
to handle the requirements of working in the public sector. 

 Availability to participate in the design, approval, and implementation of the project, and 
complete installation by the deadline. 

 

For Artwork Proposals (Round 2) – if applicable:  

 Artistic excellence, originality and innovation as evidenced by quality of proposal. 

 Appropriateness of the artist’s proposed medium, style, and project concepts. 

 Demonstrated understanding and incorporation of the stated objectives of the project. 

 Feasibility of proposed project including appropriateness of budget. 

 Background or experience in community engagement public art projects is not a 
requirement, but can be included in the application if it would be incorporated in the project.  

 Proposed artwork should be suitable for semi-permanent outdoor, coastal placement, and 
address durability, maintenance and public safety concerns. 

 Proposed artwork should be an effective balance of size and scope of design and choice of 
materials, to ensure that the finished installation is of sufficient distinction to capture the 
positive attention of the public. 

 References 
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SCOPE OF WORK 
For finalists invited to submit proposals in Round 2, the scope of work will include: 

 Providing conceptual drawings, models, and/or animation of proposed design showing 
proposed form, scale and materials. Artists shall provide presentation-quality visual material 
of the proposal for review by the Selection Panel and participate in presentations as 
requested by the County. 

 Providing written descriptions of proposed design and plan for implementation, including 
any planned community engagement. 

 Providing proposed project budget inclusive of all costs associated with this public art project 
including, but not limited to, artist fees, other consultants and subcontractors, insurance, 
materials, fabrication, transportation, installation and post installation documentation. 

 

For the selected artist, additional scope of work will include: 

 Providing final drawings, models, and/or animation and written descriptions relating to the 
artwork as directed by the County showing the details and location of the Artwork, including 
form, scale, proposed materials, structural considerations including structural load, power 
requirements, lighting types, surface integrity, permanence and protection against theft and 
vandalism. 

 Providing detailed project budget including itemized costs for materials including applicable 
sales tax; off-site fabrication costs including scale mock up, software development and 
engineering, material analysis and research; costs of labor for assistants; artist’s design fee 
and time for coordination, fabrication, supervision and installation; itemized General 
Contractor and subcontractor costs; permits or other fees; insurance; studio and operation 
expenses, if applicable; lighting for the artwork; travel costs; transportation of artwork to 
site; storage costs both before and during installation, if applicable; itemized installation 
costs, including labor and equipment; and project contingency. 

 Plan for engaging the community throughout the process. 

 Meeting with County staff and community representatives as needed. 

 Fabricating and installing the artwork at the site. 

 Complying with the terms, conditions and insurance requirements as required by the 
County’s written agreement with artist.   

 

PROJECT CONSIDERATIONS 
The following parameters are designed to help artists respond to this RFQ with projects that can 
effectively be produced within the requirements and guidelines of the site owner and managers and 
other entities with related authority and jurisdiction.  
 

Footprint 

 The “canvas” for this project is includes the semi-permanent fencing that is 7 feet tall and 
that surrounds the property as well as the interior space, including the “floor.” 

 Projects that intend to use the semi-permanent fencing must still allow for visibility and 
air/wind transfer through the fencing.  Additionally, projects that would destabilize the 
fencing will not be considered. 

 Projects may not interfere with the public access to the beach or onto the concrete pad. 

 Projects that intend to use the concrete pad of the site must be non-toxic and shall not 
impair or otherwise compromise the structural capability of the concrete slab structure. 
 

Materials 

 Projects will not be considered that utilize materials that could become toxic through the 
ordinary wear and tear of the project – for human interaction and/or as they may erode and 
seep into the bay, etc. 
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 Other materials may all be considered for the project, i.e., wood, metal, stone, glass, fabric, 
non-toxic paint, mosaics comprised of non-toxic materials, and graffiti resistant, where 
practicable. 

 Materials should be projected to have a lifespan and/or evolution of at least ten years. 
 

Size 

 There are no specific limitations. However, projects that block access to the beach or site, or 
block significant sightlines of the bay and surrounding properties will not be considered. 

 The weight of the art project cannot exceed the capability of the substrate or base to 
adequately carry the loads imparted by the artwork itself and any natural forces imposed 
upon the artwork. 

 

Electricity/Water 

 There will not be access to electricity for the art project. 

 There will not be access to water (i.e., for irrigation of landscape based concepts). 
 

Environmental Elements 

 Projects should be alert to the natural environmental elements of a coastal site, including the 
rise and ebb of tides immediately surrounding the pier, as well as environmental impacts of 
saltwater and wind on project lifespan and durability.   

 

HOW TO SUBMIT THE RFQ 
Respondents should thoroughly review these guidelines (also available at 
www.CreativeSonoma.org/opportunities/meredith-pier/) and utilize the RFQ Submission Help Tool 
(pages 6-7 of this document) which lists all of the RFQ Submission questions and includes 
instructions and tips on how to answer them.  No handwritten or paper-based proposals will be 
accepted. Respondents will need to have or create an account in Submittable, our application portal.  
 

Either click the SUBMIT button on the RFQ webpage or go to Creative Sonoma’s Submittable 
account (https://creativesonoma.submittable.com/) to begin and work on your proposal, which will 
appear in the list of open opportunities on March 22, 2021. You may save a draft of your proposal, 
but must officially submit it no later than April 30 2021 at 11:59pm PT. 
 

OTHER REQUIREMENTS 
INSURANCE 
The selected artist will be responsible for demonstrate proof of insurance to cover themselves while 
producing this work.  Insurance for the completed artwork will be the responsibility of the County. 
 

OWNERSHIP/RESPONSIBILITY FOR MAINTENANCE 
Upon final payment to the artist for the work, ownership of the artwork and all the responsibilities 
for maintenance, insurance, disposition, deaccessioning, will be in the full control of the County of 
Sonoma.  
 

STATEMENT OF NON-DISCRIMINATION 
Creative Sonoma is committed to providing services and making resources available to every 
resident of Sonoma county without regard to ethnicity, color, creed, religion, age, gender, gender 
identity and expression, sexual orientation, military status, marital status, political opinion, national 
origin, familial status, mental and physical disability, or source of income. 
 
For questions, email CreativeSonoma@sonoma-county.org.  
  

http://www.creativesonoma.org/opportunities/meredith-pier/
https://creativesonoma.submittable.com/
mailto:CreativeSonoma@sonoma-county.org
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MEREDITH PIER SITE PHOTOS 
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RFQ SUBMISSION HELP TOOL 

This document contains all of the questions found on the online application. Please review the RFQ 
Guidelines, pages 1-5 of this packet, prior to completing the application, as well as ensure that the 
instructions in this Application Help Tool are followed for each question. All applications must be 
submitted online via https://creativesonoma.submittable.com/submit, the Creative Sonoma 
Submittable account. Paper-based, handwritten, or incomplete applications will not be reviewed. 
 

BEFORE YOU BEGIN: ELIGIBILITY 
This RFQ is open only to Sonoma County, California residents. If applying as a member of an artist 
team, that team must be comprised of majority Sonoma County residents. 

 Examples: if applying as a duo, at least one artist is a resident; if submitting as an artist team, 
the majority of the team are residents. 

 

SECTION I:  Contact Information 
Items with an asterisk are required.  
 

1. Artist, Artist Team, or Business Name* 

 If applicable, state legal organization name, followed by any “dba” name.  
 

2. Sonoma County Physical Address* (street, city, state, zip code) 

 If applying as an artist duo or team with a mix of Sonoma County and non-Sonoma 
County residents, you must use a Sonoma County address (for contracting purposes, if 
chosen) for this submission. 

 

3. Sonoma County Supervisorial District in which applicant is physically located.* 

 District listing, by physical address, can be found at  www.sonomacounty.ca.gov/Board-
of-Supervisors/Services/Supervisorial-District-Lookup/ 
 

4. Mailing Address, if different from Physical Address (street, city, state, zip code) 
 

5. Main Contact Name*  

 If the artist listed in #1 is the main contact, please repeat the name here.  

 If the applicant is an artist team or business, please designate a main contact for this 
application. 
 

6. Main Contact Email* 
 

7. Main Contact Daytime Phone Number* 
 

8. Professional website or social media account for the artist, artist team, or business.* 

 A website or social media account that is dedicated to your artistic work is required for 
this RFQ. Please do not attach personal social media accounts. 

 
SECTION II:  About Your Qualifications 
Items with an asterisk are required.  
 

9. Describe your qualifications to best illustrate the skills and abilities that match the scope and 
scale of the Meredith Pier Public Art Project.* (Word Limit:  500) 

 If you plan to include a community engagement element in the Meredith Pier project, be 
sure to include your qualifications and experience in community engagement processes.  

 

https://creativesonoma.submittable.com/submit
http://www.sonomacounty.ca.gov/Board-of-Supervisors/Services/Supervisorial-District-Lookup/
http://www.sonomacounty.ca.gov/Board-of-Supervisors/Services/Supervisorial-District-Lookup/
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10. Describe your interest in this project including your general and/or conceptual approach.*  
(Word Limit:  250) 

 Please include description of any particular specific element that may inform your 
artwork for this site (such as ecological, historical, coastal community, indigenous 
community, etc.).  

 
11. UPLOAD RESUME:  Upload a resume for the lead artist(s) for this project.* 

 If applying as a team, upload the resumes for whomever will be considered the lead artist 
or artists. 

 Please limit to two (2) resumes, each with a maximum of 2 pages. 
 

12. UPLOAD PORTFOLIO:  Upload ten (10) images of prior artwork. If submitting as a team, you 
may upload up to twenty (20) images.*  

 Select images that best demonstrate your qualifications for this project.   

 Artists submitting qualifications as a duo or team may submit up to five (5) images for 
any individual team member, not to exceed ten (10) images total. If submitting images by 
multiple artists, be sure that each file has the artist's name in the title.  

 DO NOT upload images with names such as 123456.jpg - make sure each photo has a 
descriptive title. 

 DO NOT upload images that contain a collage of images - one artwork per image file, 
please.  

 
13. Portfolio Image Descriptions:  Include title, date, materials, dimensions, location, a brief 

description of the project (no more than a few sentences) and the project cost for each item 
shared in #12.* 

 Be sure that the titles and descriptions match image uploads in #12. 
 

14. Video Link:  If your work involves kinetic or other responsive or moving elements, or involves 
viewer interaction of any sort, you may include one link to a video work sample. 

 
 
Terms of Use Checkbox* 

 The submitter of this application declares that:  they have carefully examined the project 
guidelines; they are a resident of Sonoma County; and that the information contained within 
this application is true to the best of their knowledge. 


